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Missing Out 
 

 Jesus told a story about missing out. 
 
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 
bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 
wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no 
oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with 
their lamps. 
As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became 
drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, 
‘Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 
him.’ Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 
their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ But 
the wise replied, ‘No! there will not be enough for 
you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and 
buy some for yourselves.’ And while they went to buy 
it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready 
went with him into the wedding banquet; and the 
door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came 
also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ But he replied, 
‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ Keep awake 
therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.” [from Matthew 25] 
 
It’s an awful story.  The metaphor is pretty clear.  
The door is closed.  The ones who used up their oil 
have been shut out of the kingdom. 
 
But I don’t think Jesus is teaching a parable of 
exclusion—of those who will be knocking at the 
door, trying to get in but God says “No!  You’re too 
late!” 
 
My modern ears believe we’re hearing a warning 
about regret.  
 
We have so many opportunities to do things right, 
and to undo things we’ve done wrong.  You have 
heard it said that no one on his death bed wishes he’d 
spent more time at the office, or regrets not having 

done more laundry.  The things we regret are 
estrangement from family, friends, and God.  We 
regret not having taken more moments for pure joy, 
more time for prayer and reflection.  We regret 
moving too fast through life and not savoring the 
time we’ve been given, not appreciating the people 
we love, not exploring the deeper places in our 
souls.  We burn up all our oil on things that don’t 
matter and then don’t have anything left for the 
things that do. 
 
Be ready and watchful then, says Jesus.  You’ll want 
to be paying attention when the moment presents 
itself, when a friend needs an ear, when a family 
member needs your time, when God needs your 
heart, when the important (not just the urgent) is 
waiting.  Don’t be left outside because you were too 
preoccupied.  
 
Life is happening on the other side of the door. 
 
© Melissa Bane Sevier, 2011, Contemplative V iewfinder 

First Christian Church of Puyallup (Disciples of Christ) 

Thoughts, readings and reflections  
based on this week’s lectionary readings 
 

November 9, 2014  
Proper 27A/Ordinary 32A/Pentecost +22  

The readings this week: 
◦ Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 ◦ Psalm 78:1-7 
◦ 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 ◦ Matthew 25:1-13 

You’ll want to 

be paying  

attention when 

the moment 

presents itself, 

when a friend 

needs an ear, 

when a family 

member needs 

your time, when 

God needs your 

heart, when the 

important is 

waiting.  

http://lectionary.library.vanderbilt.edu/texts.php?id=168
http://melissabanesevier.wordpress.com/2011/11/02/missing-out/


Reflecting on the Word 
 

____1st Reading: Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
 

God has given us the ability to make choices. What are 
some of the inherent benefits and dangers of this freedom 
for you?  Why do you think the Lord recounts Israel's 
history from beginning to end?  Joshua and the Israelites 
repeat the word ‘serve’ thirteen times in verses 14-27. 
Why is this a good word to describe our duty to God?  
Why might serving the Lord seem undesirable to the 
Israelites?  Why doesn't Joshua accept the Israelites' first 
pledge to serve the Lord?  What choices to you have 
about whom to serve?  In what ways is serving the Lord 
difficult for you?  What makes serving him worthwhile?   
Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 
 

____Psalm Reading: Psalm 78:1-7 

What responsibility do we as God’s people have to the 
generations that come after us?  Parents, what does it look 
like for you to teach your children “the glorious deeds of 
the LORD?”  If you do not have children, what does it 
look like to play a part in helping tell of God’s deeds to 
the next generation?  Psalm 78 is a wonderful reminder 
that remembering who God is and what he has done is a 
community project. What truths about God and his works 
do you need to be reminded of this week? How can other 
believers assist you in this? Who can you help and how?  
Providence Church 

____3rd Reading: 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 

What fears do you have about death?  In what ways is 
grief different for a Christian than it is for a non-
Christian?  How do Paul's words help you to face your 
own fears about death?  Paul tells us that our defensive 
weapons against darkness are faith, love and hope. What 
are some practical ways in which these virtues can defend 
you?  Quiet Time Bible Study, InterVarsity Press 

 

____4th Reading: Matthew 25:1-13 
 
There is no mention of a bride in this parable. Why do 
you think Jesus omitted such a key figure?  Does the lamp 
oil represent anything specifically? Why or why not?  
Does the Groom's delay possibly represent the fact that 
Jesus' return has also been delayed?  What do you think is 
the point of this parable? What message does it convey?  
What does Matthew intend verse 13 to do? Is “keep 
awake” the best choice of words, or can you think of a 
better expression?  Grasping God.com  and Light on the 
Lessons 

 

Praying Toward Sunday 
 

God of Heaven and Earth, God of the sunrise and 
the sunset, God of the highest mountain and the 
deepest valley, hear our prayers as we come before 
your throne of glory. Declare your message to us 
and grant us the courage to listen.  May our listening 
turn to action.  May our actions touch the hearts of 
those who need to hear your voice. We put our trust 
in you knowing that it is well placed in your gentle 
and caring hands.  
 
                                                                  Rev. Kim Gilliland  

Homecoming Day 
A Poem from 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 
 
While once we walked in sweetness with the saints 
who passed this way, 
Reunion time is coming for us on Homecoming Day. 
Although we dearly miss them and it causes us to 
weep, 
We must recall that in the grave their bodies are asleep. 
 
The Lord Himself shall wake them with a shout upon 
that day 
And they shall go before us in their glorious array. 
Then we shall rise to meet them as up through the air 
we fly 
To evermore be with the Lord and never say 
“Goodbye.” 
 
This promise is a comfort to all those who know the 
Lord, 
the One who died and rose again and comes with rich 
reward. 
So if we trust in Jesus, when we too have passed this 
way 
We shall be reunited on that blessed Homecoming 
Day. 
 
                                                                          -Doug Smith 
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